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Abstract: 

Our project for the Quarry Life Award concerns the maintenance of the islets of Champmorin and Champs-

Courceaux in partnership with the company GSM Granulats, which operates alluvial sand deposits, located near 

the municipalities of Balloy and Bazoches-lès-Bray, as well as to raise public awareness of the challenges of 

preserving biodiversity. 

The ambition of these maintenance sites was to clear all forms of vegetation, high and short, in order to leave dirt 

soils favouring the nesting of Laridae and mainly of three target species: the Common Tern (Sterna hirundo), the 

Black-headed Gull (Larus ridibundus) and Mediterranean Gull (Larus melanocephalus). 

 

In order to carry out this project, three maintenance works were carried out in 2022 mobilizing a total of 36 

participants: two on the Champs-Courceaux islets and one on the Champmorin islets. The mission was to manage 

the herbaceous vegetation in order to preserve the pioneer character of the islets and to promote the nesting of 

endangered bird species (Laridae colonies). The maintenance works took place in winter, before the migration 

return of breeding adults (which lasts from the end of February to April). 

 

Three projects have been carried out by volunteers from ANVL with the support of the residents of Balloy, 

Bazoches-lès-Bray and the surrounding towns, including one with GSM employees in order to involve them in the 

development of their territory and the preservation of biodiversity. Our work permits to remove all the vegetation 

from the islets. 

 

Days of activities for residents, schoolchildren and GSM employees have also been scheduled to help them 

discover in the field the avifauna that benefits from management actions, its biology, its ecology and its 

particularities. 

 

To date, the main objective of the project has been achieved. It was observed this year, the nesting of around 830 

Laridae on the islets. Other species of interest have also been observed thanks to the protection action carried out 

for the Laridae, in particular the Crested Lapwing (Vanellus) nesting on the islet of Champmorin and the Lesser 

Plover (Charadrius dublius) on Champs-Courceaux. 

Raising awareness during events and with volunteers during maintenance works has allowed us to demonstrate 

the interest of this type of maintenance and to explain the issues related to the species concerned by our project. 
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Introduction: 

 

Since the 1970s, the Seine valley has been the subject of intense exploitation of alluvial aggregates for the cement 

industry in order to supply mainly the major maintenance work in eastern Paris. These operations have intensively 

modified the landscape of the valley and have led, after the cessation of operations, to the creation of vast bodies 

of water. This pond were quickly colonized by a diverse birdlife and with significant numbers at international, 

national and regional scales for certain species. 

This is the case of the Bazoches-lès-Bray quarry, which has been 

in operation since the 1980s for its deposit of sand and alluvial 

gravel from the Seine, the authorization for which has been 

extended until 2025. The same is true for the former Champmorin 

quarry in Balloy rehabilitated in 2001, site where an ornithological 

observatory was installed in 2004.  

Gradually, the increase in environmental regulatory 

recommendations associated with the increase in the combined 

requirements of administrations and associations have contributed 

to the implementation of "ecological redevelopment" of sites at the 

end of their exploitation. These changes are based on a few basic 

principles: 

- Creation of gently sloping banks and diversification of the 

linear 

- Creation of high funds, 

- Creation of islands or islets, isolated or in an archipelago 

allowing the reproduction of species of birds sensitive to 

disturbances by terrestrial predators and in particular humans. 

The creation of these islands is planned from the start of the renaturation of a quarry. The creation of islands is a 

technically complex project, which must of course be taken into account in the operating application files to which 

the restoration plans are enclosed. This work carried out upstream of the projects obviously requires consultation 

between the operators and the various actors concerned: naturalists and ecologists in particular. The technical 

constraints for the creation of an island must integrate their temporal sustainability. The size of the island(s), their 

shape, and their layout are all fundamental parameters. Among the main constraints is the limitation of bank 

erosion. This is, in fact, important because of the swell that forms in the presence of violent winds. 

 

Among the species nesting on the islets, the most emblematic and historically the first to have colonized these 

islands are the Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) and the Black-headed Gull (Larus ridibundus) to the point of making 

the Bassée sector one of the main strongholds, in terms of numbers for the latter species, of mainland France. 

More recently, other species have colonized these islands and in particular the Mediterranean Gull (Larus 

melanocephalus) whose numbers are now the largest in the northern half of France in continental areas (Annex 

2). Finally, many other species benefit from these facilities to reproduce, such as Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula), 

Red-crested Pochard (Netta rufina) or Eared Grebe (Podiceps nigricollis). 

Figure 1 : Location of the islets of Champmorin and 
Champs-courceaux (Annex 1). 
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The various management techniques for these islands and islets aim to try to limit the dynamics of herbaceous 

and woody vegetation as much as possible. Indeed, the species whose protection is envisaged are rather so-

called “pioneer” species (that is to say that they use areas with little vegetation to reproduce). The most demanding 

on this point is the Common Tern, which requires rocky or sandy ground to settle. It should also be remembered 

that plant growth is strongly boosted by the supply of nitrogenous nutrients from bird droppings. 

The objective of the project was therefore to organize maintenance works in order to clear brush and also to dig 

and weed to expose the substrate, which makes it possible to increase the efficiency of the accommodation 

capacity of the islets for the target species. Fighting against the particularly active vegetation dynamics in these 

spaces requires a strong investment and needs the organization of volunteer nature projects each year to maintain 

these sites in the south of Seine-et-Marne such as in Balloy and Bazoches-lès-Bray. 

The creation of islands and islets are positive technical innovations of recent decades in terms of the ecological 

redevelopment of quarries in the Ile-de-France region for the extraction of aggregates. Even if they can only be 

present in limited numbers within a given territory (depending on local maintenance capacities), they have proven 

their effectiveness by their potential to accommodate hundreds of individuals of several heritage nesting species. 

The project is therefore ecologically exemplary. However, the functionality of these developments for the species 

concerned must be based on their pioneering character, which should be sustained through very regular 

management actions. 

In addition, La Bassée, a rural area but subject to the influence of the Paris metropolis and its suburbs, suffers 

from a lack of projects enhancing its environmental attractions. 

The purpose of this project is to raise awareness and take ownership of these natural resources through 

awareness-raising and also through the concrete involvement of residents and employees. The value conferred 

on these species and their environments is thus reinforced by genuine collaboration between local actors. In this 

context, the targets targeted by the project are the external public (general public, schools, and families) and 

company employees. 

 

This project was carried out by ANVL employees and volunteers in partnership with the GSM Granulats quarry 

and the Heidelbergcement group. The site's GSM employees as well as the Property and Environment Manager 

also contributed significantly to the success of the project by participating in the worksite. 
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Actions and activities: 

 

1. First project: Champs-Courceaux 

 

With the aim of carrying out the project before the arrival of the Laridae for nesting, the first action implemented 

was the realization of a maintenance work on the islet of Champs-Courceaux. For this, we called on the volunteers 

of ANVL. at this maintenance work. 

 

This project was carried out on 01/29/2022. We went by boat to 

the islet to carry out the work with 8 participants. The objective of 

this was to start cleaning the Îlot de Champs-Courceaux by 

removing the short and herbaceous vegetation in order to expose 

the earthy/sandy substrate. 

 

This first project made it possible to clear the western tip of the 

island, i.e. approximately 258 m² out of the 5310 m² of the island. 

The small area cleared during the first site was caused by frozen 

ground at this time of year and therefore more difficult to return (Annexe 3). 

The workcamp also made it possible to raise participants' awareness of the threats and pressures that Laridae 

populations in Île-de-France may be subject to. 

 

2. Second project: Champmorin 

 

The second maintenance work carried out as part of our project was carried out on the Islet de Champmorin on 

02/26/2022 with the help of 16 ANVL volunteers, including volunteers from a 3rd year license class at Sorbonne 

University (Annexe 4). 

 

With the help of a substantial 

workforce, this 1000 m² island 

was completely clean. The 

ground was dug over the entire 

surface of the islet and the trees 

pruned in "tadpole" to reduce 

their hold on the islet. 

 

During the maintenance work, a time for discussion was organized during the meal break in order to make the 

volunteers aware of the management of these environments to make them attractive and usable for the Laridae 

Figure 2 : Volunteers during maintenance 
work. 

Figure 4 : Volunteers during maintenance work. 

Figure 3 : "Tadpole" tree 
pruning diagram. 
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during the nesting periods, and of the interest of protecting gulls in these areas in order to maintain stable 

populations in our region. 

 

3. Third project: Champs-Courceaux 

 

In order to complete the first maintenance work carried out 

at Champs-Courceaux and thus clear a larger proportion of 

the island, a third project was organized on 03/11/2022 in 

association with the GSM Granulats quarry. This site had 

many objectives, the main one being to dig the southern 

edge of the islet in order to clear a space which, in addition 

to being favourable to nesting, would allow better bird 

watching. The rest of the islet was cleared using a brush 

cutter to remove tall grass on the rest of the islet (Annexe 

5). 

 

A total of 12 quarry employees participated during the day. A period of presentation and explanation have been 

carried out at the beginning and during the meal break, allowing us to make quarry employees aware of the issues 

and the protection of the species they regularly encounter near their workplace during the beautiful season. 

4. Animation for the public: Visit to « La Bassée » 

 

During the spring, a nature animation was carried out. In total, 7 

ANVL members participated with the program: presentation of the 

Quarry Life Award, our participation and observation of the birds 

present on the islets. 

Thus, it was observed that the results of the 3 maintenance works 

carried out had enabled the nesting of the Black-headed Gull 

(Chroicocephalus ridibundus) on the 2 sites. On the islet of 

Champmorin, a crested lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) nest and the 

nesting of the common tern (Sterna hirundo) were detected. For its 

part, the islet of Champs-courceaux allowed the observation of the 

nesting of the Mediterranean Gull (Ichtyaetus melanocephalus). 

It was possible to show the participant the nesting conditions and the interest of the management of the islets for 

the conservation of these species. 

Discussion and perspective 

 

The maintenance work of the islands was able to reveal their strong interests once again this year. The work 

carried out was a real success with the observation of nesting of the three species. In total, 300 pairs of Black-

Figure 5 : Observation of islet by GSM Granulats staff 
before maintenance work. 

Figure 6 : Champmorin Observatory. 
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headed Gull (Larus melanocephalus), 500 Black-headed Gull (Larus ridibundus) pairs and 30 Common Tern 

(Sterna hirundo) pairs bred on the islet of Champs-Courceaux and 20 Black-headed Gull pairs are installed on the 

islet of Champmorin. On this last site, the low numbers are probably due to the disturbance of a predator or 

humans. These results demonstrate the value of carrying out this work annually. This is all the more important as 

bird droppings are extremely nutritious for the soil. Thus the growth of vegetation is particularly important. Without 

interventions, the closure of the environment would take place in just a few years, making the islets unsuitable for 

the nesting of gulls. 

 

Some difficulties were encountered during the project. A small proportion of individuals was observed on the islet 

of Champmorin (probably due to numerous human disturbances. Indeed, it is unfortunately known that this islet is 

subject to numerous illegal disturbances such as hunting, fishing during periods of nesting…). 

Another problem encountered in the context of our project was the organization of activities for young people 

(school and leisure center). The programming of activities with schools is generally done a year before, so that 

they can plan the outing, the route and the associated budget. In addition, given the location of the quarry, it is 

complex for leisure centers to schedule events and in particular trips to the observation sites of the islets. To 

remedy this problem, we have focused our awareness on social networks (Facebook and Quarry Life Award 

website). 

We have published 12 articles in total in order to make Internet users aware of the project and the challenges of 

the work sites and the species concerned (Annex 7). 

 

This project is a tremendous added value for the biodiversity of our region. The work helps to maintain the regional 

populations of Laridae (Seagulls and Terns). Beyond the species directly affected by the project, there is an 

umbrella effect induced by the protection and management implemented. Other species benefit, in fact, from the 

action in favor of Laridae. The reproduction of gulls favours the installation of other species such as Tufted Duck 

(Aythya fuligula), Red-crested Pochard (Netta rufina) or Black-necked Grebe (Podiceps nigricollis). 

 

Conclusion 

 

This project has many advantages that our participation in the “Quarry Life Awards” highlights: 

- A strong impact on improving the conservation status of heritage and emblematic species; 

- A partnership and collaboration with many actors, professionals, associations, experts; 

- Awareness of the general public (adults and young people) that a quarry can become a quality natural 

space after its exploitation. 

The regularity of maintenance and restoration actions is essential to allow the sustainability of these assets. The 

recognition of our actions by QLA will therefore be a powerful driver for this objective. 
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Project tags (select all appropriate): 

This will be used to classify your project in the project archive (that is also available online) 

 

 

Project focus : 

☐Beyond quarry borders 

☒Biodiversity management 

☐Cooperation programmes 

☐Connecting with local communities 

☒Education and Raising awareness 

☐Invasive species 

☐Landscape management  

☐Pollination 

☐Rehabilitation & habitat research 

☐Scientific research 

☐Soil management 

☒Species research 

☐Student class project 

☐Urban ecology 

☐Water management 

 

Flora : 

☒Trees & shrubs   

☐Ferns   

☐Flowering plants   

☐Fungi   

☐Mosses and liverworts 

 

Fauna : 

☐Amphibians  

 

Habitat : 

☐Artificial / cultivated land 

☐Cave   

☐Coastal  

☐Grassland 

☐Human settlement   

☐Open areas of rocky grounds 

☐Recreational areas   

☐Sandy and rocky habitat 

☐Screes   

☐Shrub & groves   

☐Soil   

☐Wander biotopes 

☒Water bodies (flowing, standing)   

☐Wetland 

☐Woodland 

 

 

Stakeholders : 

☐Authorities   

☒Local community   

☐NGOs   

☒Schools 

☐Universities 

 



  

10/12 

☒Birds   

☐Insects   

☐Fish   

☐Mammals   

☐Reptiles   

☐Other invertebrates 

☐Other insects   

☐Other species 

 



 

 
 

Bibliographic sources: 

• SIBLET J. Ph. & TOSTAIN O. (1986).- La Sterne pierregarin, Sterna hirundo en Ile de France : répartition 

et évolution de la population. Statut actuel et perspectives d’avenir. Le Passer 22 : 119-128 

• SIBLET J. Ph. & TOSTAIN O. (1987).- La Sterne pierregarin (Sterna hirundo) en Ile-de-France : 

Répartition et évolution de la population. Statut actuel et perspectives d’avenir. Annales Biologiques du 

Centre 2 : 165-174 

• SIBLET J. Ph. (1987).- Tentative de réhabilitation de la Sterne pierregarin (Sterna hirundo) dans le sud 

Seine-et-Marnais. Annales Biologiques du Centre 2 : 201-205. 

• SIBLET J. Ph. (1987).-  Le réaménagement écologique des carrières. Informations Ile-de-France 77 (mars 

1987) : 14-15 

• SIBLET J. Ph. & SPANNEUT L. (1991).- Tentative de reproduction de la Mouette mélanocéphale (Larus 

melanocephalus) à Châtenay-sur-Seine (77). Bulletin de l’Association des Naturalistes de la Vallée du 

Loing 67 : 196-197 

• SIBLET J. Ph. (1994).- Nidification de la Sterne naine (Sterna albifrons) en Bassée : conséquences de 

l’aménagement réussi d’un site artificiel. Bulletin de l’Association des Naturalistes de la Vallée du Loing 

70 : 15-19. 

• SIBLET J. Ph. (1999).- Sterne pierregarin Sterna hirundo p.482 in Rocamora G. & Yeatman-Berthelot D. 

Oiseaux menacés et à surveiller en France. Listes rouges et recherche de priorités. Populations. 

Tendances. Menaces. Conservation. Société d’Etude Ornithologiques de France / Ligue pour la protection 

des oiseaux. Paris. 560 p 

• SIBLET J. Ph. (2004).- Sterne pierregarin (Sterna hirundo). In CADIOU B., PONS J. M. & YESOU P. 

(Eds), Oiseaux marins nicheurs de France métropolitaine (1960-2000). Editions Biotope, Mèze : 162-168. 

• SIBLET J. Ph. (2007).- « Les carriers savent aujourd’hui recréer des sites de qualité ». Au fil de la Seine 

n° 26 : 30-33. 

• SIBLET J. Ph. (2010).- Pour un aménagement écologique des carrières : exemple en Ile-de-France in 

Carrières, biodiversité et fonctionnement des hydrosystèmes, Jean-Claude LEFEUVRE coord. Bustet et 

Chastel : Paris, 381 p. 

• FLAMANT N. & SIBLET J. Ph. (2011).- La Nette rousse Netta rufina nidificatrice et hivernante en Ile-de-

France : statut, évolution, et éléments écologiques locaux. Alauda 79 :99-112.  

• SIBLET J. Ph. (2013).- Les milieux naturels et artificiels franciliens : état des lieux, évolutions et 

perspectives 13-23 in LE MARECHAL P., LALOI D. & LESAFFRE G. (2013).- Les oiseaux d’Île-

de-France. Nidification, migration, hivernage. CORIF, Delachaux & Niestlé : Paris. 512 pp. 

• SIBLET J. Ph. & SUEUR F. (2015).- Sterne pierregarin (Sterna hirundo) in Issa N. & Muller Y. coord. 

(2015). Atlas des oiseaux de France métropolitaine. Nidification et présence hivernale. LPO/SEOF/MNHN. 

Delachaux et Niestlé. Paris.1408 p. 

• SIBLET J. Ph., ALBESA L. & COMOLET-TIRMAN J. (2021).- Les faits ornithologiques marquants de 

l’année 2020 dans le sud de la Seine-et-Marne et les secteurs limitrophes. Bull. Ass. Natur. Vallée Loing 

94 : 6-17. 

 



 

 
 

Annexes 

Annex 1. Location of sites 

 

 

 

  
Figure 8 : Champmorin Islet. 

Figure 7 : Champs-Courceaux islet. 
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Annex 2. Target species 

 

 

 

  

Figure 10 : Mediterranean Gull - Ichthyaetus 
melanocephalus. 

Figure 9 : Black-Headed Gull - Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus. 

Figure 11 : Common Tern - Sterna hirundo 
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Annex 3. Maintenance work of 01/29/2022 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



  

15/12 

 
  

Figure 12 : Before maintenance work. Figure 13 : After maintenance work. 
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Annex 4. Maintenance work of 02/26/2022 
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Figure 14 : Before maintenance work. 

Figure 15 : After maintenance work. 
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Annex 5. Maintenance work of 03/11/2022 
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Figure 17 : Before maintenance work. 

 
  

Figure 16 : After maintenance work. 
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Annex 6.  Graph of observed species 
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Annex 7. List of published articles 

 

Title Abstract 

History of Champmorin 

In 2001, the former Champmorin quarry was returned to nature. Its management was then entrusted to the 

association of naturalists of the Loing valley and the Fontainebleau massif (ANVL). 

The restoration of a mosaic of highly diversified habitats (meso-hygrophilous meadows, reedbeds, wooded areas, 

islets, ponds, etc.) has favored the reimplantation of many species of heritage interest, in particular by the 

presence of a great diversity of ornithological species. 

Many motivated for this 

project 

The maintenance work of 02/26/2022 went very well with many motivated volunteers to help us weed the island of 

Champmorin! 

Maintenance work of 

03/11/2022 - objective: 

Champs-Courceaux 

The maintenance work of 03/11/2022 went very well with the employees of GSM materials to help us manage the 

Champs-Courceaux block. 

ZOOM on: Champmorin, 

Species and seasons 

The passage of the seasons sees the change of many things in the evolution of environments... Whether it is the 

flowering of spring species, the wintering of amphibians, the passage from the nymphal to imago stage for many 

insects, and finally, the migration of certain species of birds. Champmorin is one of the sites seeing the 

succession of many species during the year. 

ZOOM on: the islets, 

between Champmorin 

and Champs-Courceaux 

The islets located on the water bodies of former quarries welcome many species and colonies of birds each year. 

These islands find ideal environments for resting and reproducing during nesting periods. 

We observe the results of 

the work! 
This Saturday, an outing to the sites of Champmorin and Champs-Courceaux took place. 

Answering questions 

about the QLA 

We were asked a few questions about the QLA… What is it? How to be selected? What is our project ? So we will 

answer you! 

ZOOM on: The Common 

Tern 
Do you know this elegant bird? 

ZOOM on: The odonates 

of the islets 

Odonata, more commonly known as dragonflies, can be part of the bioindicators of aquatic environments. The 

presence of certain species can testify to a good biological quality, both of the water and of the banks and their 

vegetation. 

ZOOM on: The umbrella 

effect 

In ecology, an “umbrella species” designates a species whose protection of its habitat indirectly favors the survival 

of the other species present. Thus, the conservation of these species promotes the maintenance of their 

associated ecosystems. 

ZOOM on: Black-headed 

and Black-headed Gulls 

Since 2003, ANVL has been maintaining the islets to promote the nesting of seagull colonies. And since then, a 

mixed colony of Black-headed Gulls (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) and Black-headed Gulls (Ichthyaetus 

melanocephalus) has settled. 

ZOOM on: Marsh species 

The biodiversity of the Champmorin and Champs-Courceaux quarries is not limited to their island. These quarries 

are beautiful wetlands with a mosaic of habitats. The belts of reedbeds present around the bodies of water are 

largely responsible for the exceptional biodiversity of these sites. 
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Annex 8. Article 1. History of Champmorin: a former quarry that has become a site of 

great diversity! 

 

▪ Abstract: 

In 2001, the former Champmorin quarry was returned to nature. Its management was then entrusted to the 

association of naturalists of the Loing valley and the Fontainebleau massif (ANVL). 

The restoration of a mosaic of highly diversified habitats (meso-hygrophilous meadows, reedbeds, wooded areas, 

islets, ponds, etc.) has favored the reimplantation of many species of heritage interest, in particular by the presence 

of a great diversity of ornithological species. 

 

▪ Article: 

Located between the Seine and the municipalities of Balloy and Bazoches-lès-Bray, in the department of Seine-

et-Marne in the Île-de-France region, the Champmorin site is located in Bassée (section of the Seine valley with 

extensive wetlands) and extends over an area of more than 171 hectares. 

Since the early 1980s, the Bazoches-lès-Bray quarry has been exploited for its deposit of alluvial sand and gravel 

from the Seine by the companies Lafarge Granulats and GSM. 

In order to preserve and restore biodiversity, the former Champmorin quarry was returned to nature in 2001 and 

its management entrusted to the association of naturalists of the Loing valley and the Fontainebleau massif 

(ANVL). 

Thus, in 2016 this former quarry was qualified as a "Natural area of ecological, faunal and floristic interest 

(ZNIEFF)". 

Nowadays, the diversity of Champmorin is well known, in particular thanks to the monitoring carried out by ANVL: 

observations of volunteers or within the framework of the ROSELIERE program (Network for the Observation of 

Sandpits in Open Water of Ecological Interest and Environmental Redevelopment) of biodiversity monitoring which 

has been implemented every year since 2006 (also by ANVL). 

Maintaining the openness of these environments being important for the presence of many ornithological species, 

the maintenance of the site is a job that requires considerable time and effort. 
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Annex 9. Article 2. Many motivated for this project. 

 

▪ Abstract: 

The maintenance work of 02/26/2022 went very well with many motivated volunteers to help us weed the island 

of Champmorin! 

▪ Article: 

Thanks to the action of all the volunteers, the islet of Champmorin is now perfectly clear of vegetation! 

Thus, the terns and Mediterranean gulls (who were watching us from afar!) will find all the conditions favorable to 

their nesting! 

Our efficiency also allowed us to complete one of the islets of another maintenance work on the Carreau Franc 

site, with the passing of a beautiful observation of a colony of black-headed and black-headed gulls. 

A big thank you to the students of the master Biodiversity, Ecology and Evolution (BEE) of the Sorbonne University 

(and particularly to Melvyn) for their participation in this project! 
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Annex 10. Article 3. Site of 03/11/2022 - objective: Champs-Courceaux. 

 

▪ Abstract: 

The maintenance work of 03/11/2022 went very well with the employees of GSM materials to help us manage the 

Champs-Courceaux block. 

 

▪ Article: 

With the help of GSM employees, the cleaning of the Champs-Courceaux island went very well. The good 

atmosphere and efficiency were there and this project allowed us to raise awareness among GSM employees on 

the importance of these projects for nesting birds! 

The gulls (black-headed gulls and Mediterranean gulls) are currently being prospected on the islet and we hope 

that our work (aiming to make the environment more favourable to their nesting) will consolidate them in their 

facilities! 
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Annex 11. Article 4. ZOOM on: Champmorin, Species and seasons. 

 

▪ Abstract: 

The passage of the seasons sees the change of many things in the evolution of environments... Whether it is the 

flowering of spring species, the wintering of amphibians, the passage from the nymphal to imago stage for many 

insects, and finally, the migration of certain species of birds. Champmorin is one of the sites seeing the succession 

of many species during the year. 

 

▪ Article: 

During the migration period, the Champmorin site acts as a migratory stopover. Many species stay there to feed 

and replenish their fat stores. This therefore allows many birds to return to their wintering grounds during 

postnuptial migration and their breeding area during prenuptial migration. 

In winter, it is the body of water that makes many species happy, feeding them. We notice the regular parkings of 

Tufted Ducks (Aythya fuligula) and Pochards (Aythya ferina) or Rufous Pochards (Netta rufina). 

In summer, the attractiveness of the old quarry is explained by the mosaic of environments present on the site. 

This diversity attracts a large number of bird species. We can mention the floodplain, which is suitable for the Red-

backed Shrike (Lanius collurio) or the Yellowhammer (Emberiza citrinella), or the reed bed in which nests the 

Turdoid Warbler (Acrocephalus arundinaceus) or the Reed Bunting (Emberiza schoeniclus). 
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Annex 12. Article 5. ZOOM on: the islets, between Champmorin and Champs-

Courceaux. 

 

▪ Abstract: 

 The islets located on the water bodies of former quarries welcome many species and colonies of birds each year. 

These islands find ideal environments for resting and reproducing during nesting periods. 

 

▪ Article: 

In the spring, the islets are home to colonies of gulls made up of the black-headed gull (Chroicocephalus 

ridibundus) and the Mediterranean gull (Ichthyaetus melanocephalus), accompanied, to a lesser extent, by the 

common tern (Sterna hirundo). In Île-de-France, the vast majority of populations of these species favor the sandy 

islands of old sandpits for nesting. There is therefore a major conservation issue for these species on the sites but 

globally on all the quarries in Île-de-France. 

To nest, these birds need bare ground (or almost), clear of all vegetation. The natural dynamics of revegetation 

and closure of environments therefore pose a problem for these populations. 

This is why ANVL organizes voluntary nature workcamps each year in order to maintain an environment and 

vegetation favorable to the nesting of these species, in particular by exposing the islets. 
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Annex 13. Article 6. Exit: we observe the result of the work! 

 

▪ Abstract: 

 This Saturday, an outing to the sites of Champmorin and Champs-Courceaux took place. 

 

▪ Article: 

7 members responded present. On the program: presentation of the Quarry Life Award and our project and bird 

watching. We were able to see the results of our 3 projects carried out before the spring with nests of Black-headed 

Gulls (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) present on the 2 sites. On the islet of Champmorin, a crested lapwing (Vanellus 

vanellus) nest and 2 probable Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) nests were detected. As for the Grande hump site, 

we observed Mediterranean Gulls (Ichtyaetus melanocephalus) nesting. Nearly fifty species were detected, 

including some rarities for the region such as a pair of Eared Grebe (Podiceps nigricolis) and 2 Black Tern 

(Chlidonias niger). 
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Annex 14. Article 7. Response to QLA questions 

 

▪ Abstract: 

We were asked a few questions about the QLA… What is it? How to be selected? What is our project? So we will 

answer you! 

 

▪ Article: 

What is the Quarry Life Award? 

It is a scientific, national and international competition, taking place every three years. The objective of this is to 

raise awareness of actions to preserve and enhance biodiversity in quarries, old and in operation. 

The last 4 editions of the QLA have seen the proposal of 1400 projects for 370 selected for research projects. 

At the national level, the competition has two components: research and/or social initiatives. The two best projects 

will be rewarded in the fall of 2022. 

At the international level, the jury will assess all the competing projects from a broader perspective and reward the 

best projects in each of the six categories (Biodiversity Management, Habitat and Species Research, At the Gates 

of the Quarry, Biodiversity and education/teaching, Interconnection of careers and local communities, Nature-

based solutions/approaches). 

The selection? 

In December 2021, the jurors of the Quarry Life Award France competition selected 6 projects participating in the 

competition! The winners must then implement their project between January and September 2022. 

The ANVL project? 

Our project proposes to carry out participatory interviews on the islets of La Grande Bosse and Champmorin: Two 

are carried out with the support of Balloy, Bazoches-les-Bray and the inhabitants of the surrounding municipalities, 

and one with GSM employees. The objective is to manage the herbaceous vegetation in order to preserve the 

pioneer character of the islets, which will favor the nesting of endangered bird species (colonies of terns and gulls). 

The objective is also to involve local populations and employees in their regional development and the preservation 

of biodiversity. 

Animations for local residents, schoolchildren and GSM employees will be scheduled during the summer to help 

them discover, in the field, the avifauna which benefits from management actions, and also to expose their biology, 

their ecology and their particularities. to participants. 
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Annex 15. Article 8. ZOOM on: The Common Tern. 

 

▪ Abstract: 

 Do you know this elegant bird? 

 

▪ Article: 

Recognizable by its slender appearance and graceful flight, the Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) delights all bird 

lovers. Its nickname, "sea swallow", is misleading. If its forked tail is reminiscent of the barn swallow (Hirundo 

rustica), the comparison stops there and the tern, dependent on wetlands, nests both on the coast and inland 

(sometimes several hundred km of the ocean). 

 

Despite populations that are maintained in France, the common tern is declining in our region and is considered 

"vulnerable" on the red list of Île-de-France. A target species for our maintenance sites on the islets, it nests on 

the latter, often in sympatry with the black-headed (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) and black-headed (Ichthyaetus 

melanocephalus) gulls when the vegetation is shaved there. It is therefore important to maintain, through volunteer 

sites, the pioneering character of the soil to perpetuate its nesting. 

 
  



  

30/12 

Annex 16. Article 9. ZOOM on: The odonates of the islets. 

 

▪ Abstract: 

Odonata, more commonly known as dragonflies, can be part of the bioindicators of aquatic environments. The 

presence of certain species can testify to a good biological quality, both of the water and of the banks and their 

vegetation. 

 

▪ Article: 

The dragonfly is a flying insect whose larva is aquatic. In the larval state as in the adult state, it is a ferocious 

predator for many invertebrates. 

Dragonflies are separated into two categories: Zygoptera, small dragonflies often called "Ladies" with a thin body, 

and Anisoptera, massive dragonflies of large size, capable of aerial prowess. 

Among the dragonflies that can be observed on these ponds, one of them surprises us with its bright color: the 

Scarlet Crocothemis (Crocothemis erythraea). This dragonfly is recognizable by its bright red color (especially in 

the males, the females being rather yellow), but also by the shape of its body and the clearly visible orange spots 

on the base of the lower wings. The Scarlet Crocothemis is a common species that can be seen almost everywhere 

in France. It occupies a wide range of stagnant and slowly flowing water habitats. 
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Annex 17. Article 10. FOCUS on: The umbrella effect. 

 

▪ Abstract: 

 In ecology, an “umbrella species” designates a species whose protection of its habitat indirectly favors the survival 

of the other species present. Thus, the conservation of these species promotes the maintenance of their 

associated ecosystems. 

 

▪ Article: 

“An umbrella species or screen species designates, in ecology, a species whose extent of territory allows the 

protection of a large number of other species if it is protected.” 

 

In more general terms, it is a species whose protection of itself and its environment allows the maintenance of 

other species likely to use the same type of environment. Thus, the destruction of this habitat and therefore 

threatening the survival of the umbrella species is, by a domino effect, threatening the other species which depend 

on the actions carried out within the framework of the protection of the target species. 

 

In our case, the management carried out on the islets to promote the presence of Mediterranean Gulls (Ichthyaetus 

melanocephalus), Black-headed Gulls (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) and Common Terns (Sterna hirundo) has 

made it possible to promote the presence and protection of other species such as the crested lapwing (Vanellus 

vanellus), seen breeding on one of the islets, and the red pochard (Netta rufina), breeding at Champmorin. 
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Annex 18. Article 11. ZOOM on: Black-headed and Black-headed Gulls. 

 

▪ Abstract: 

 Since 2003, ANVL has been maintaining the islets to promote the nesting of seagull colonies. And since then, a 

mixed colony of Black-headed Gulls (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) and Black-headed Gulls (Ichthyaetus 

melanocephalus) has settled. 

 

▪ Article: 

Often in mixed colonies, black-headed and melanocephalic gulls appreciate the tranquility of the islets and their 

sparse vegetation for nesting. 

 

But how to differentiate them? The black-headed gull, the more common of the 2 species, is present all year round 

in Ile-de-France, while the melanocephalic gull can only be observed in summer in our region. In the breeding 

season, the first has a chocolate-colored head and a brown beak, while the second has a black head and a red 

beak. To identify them in flight, it is necessary to pay attention to the color of the wings. The Black-headed Gull 

has dark underwings while the Mediterranean Gull has white wings with a slight black leading edge. 
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Annex 19. Article 12. FOCUS on: Marsh species. 

 

▪ Abstract: 

 The biodiversity of the Champmorin and Champs-Courceaux quarries is not limited to their island. These quarries 

are beautiful wetlands with a mosaic of habitats. The belts of reedbeds present around the bodies of water are 

largely responsible for the exceptional biodiversity of these sites. 

 

▪ Article: 

The reedbeds of the Champmorin and Champs-Courceaux quarries are home to a large number of so-called 

heritage species. This is the case for many rare and threatened passerines such as the Reed Bunting (Emberiza 

schoeniclus) which is "in danger of extinction" on the Ile-de-France Red List of Breeding Birds or the Turdoid 

Warbler (Acrocephalus arundinaceus) which is “critically endangered” in the region. We can also mention the Little 

Bittern (Ixobrychus minutus) or the Water Rail (Rallus aquaticus) nesting hidden in the reedbed and both 

considered respectively “endangered” and “vulnerable” on the regional Red List. 

The status and rarity of these species can be explained by the destruction of their habitat. Indeed, 64% of the 

planet's wetlands have disappeared since 1900 and French wetlands are not spared with more than 50% of these 

areas having disappeared and even more degrading. It is therefore essential to protect these environments 

threatened by urbanization, the intensification of agriculture and pollution. 

 

 



 

 
 

Annex 20. Presentation slideshow 
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Annex 21. Leaflet for the visit of the jury. 
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